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" As their souls live by your happy government, so are they
your chief, if not your sole, strength : these, howsoever the
necessity of human life makes them lack, yet can they not
look for better conditions than presently they enjoy : these,
how their hearts will be galled, if not aliened, when they
shall see you take a husband, a Frenchman and a Papist, in
whom (howsoever fine wits may find farther dealings or
painted excuses) the very common people well know this, that
he is the son of a Jezebel of our age : that his brother made
oblation of his own sister's marriage, the easier to make
massacres of our brethren in belief : that lie himself, contrary
to his promise, and all gratefulness, having his liberty and
principal estate by the Hugonot's means, did sack La Charite*,
and utterly spoil them with fire and sword. This, I say,
even at first sight, gives occasion to all, truly religious, to
abhor such a master, and consequently to diminish much of
the hopeful love they have long held to you."

The Catholics are discontented and disaffected. They
will grasp easily at any chance of a revolution in religion
and the State; and to such folk the Trench match is
doubtless acceptable, not as producing good to the
commonwealth, but as offering them the opportunity of
change.

" If then the affectionate side have their affections weak-
ened, and the discontented have a gap to utter their discon-
tent, I think it will seem an ill preparative for the patient
(I mean your estate) to a great sickness."

From these general reflections upon the state of parties
in England, Sidney passes to a consideration of the Duke
of Anjou's personal qualities. The following paragraph
is marked by skilful blending of candour with reserve,
Elizabeth had declared a special partiality for the French
prince. It is her subject's duty to paint him as incon-
stant, restless in ambition, uncertain in his affections,nts and
